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«Por I have learned, "in whatsoever state I am,
herewith to bm content. . I know both how to be
based, und I know how to abou.d: every where, and
n all things. L am instructed both to be fuil and to
o hungrs . both touboand and to sutfer need T can
Ly ull 1hings through Christ which strengtheneth me.
— Phil. o 11, 12, 13, '

It is an acquisition of noinconsidcrable
worth, to be able to view, at all times, all
he various circamstances of our outward
sondition with perfect.coolness; and to buve
sourage to perform every duty which the
most enlightened conscience enjoins. 1f we
contemplate ourselves as dwelling bencath
the planets,

" «7The baleful influence of whose giddy dance,

Sheds sad vici:situde on all beneath ;"
if we consider that the most apparently triv-
ial circumstance is quite sufficient to obstruct
the current of our delight while, at the same
time, we are the sport of ten thousand evils;
how valuable must that science be, by which
we are taught, not, only.to look with com-
posure at the black blast of adversity, but

oyen  tp,, oblain tribuje from our, hardest

it rg:ﬁcplty of performing our: duties, and
rgiomber how closely our duty and happi-
ness stand connected ; how precious is that
assistance which is communicated from
(Christ, the Captain of our salvation, by
‘which we are enabled to “subdue kingdoms
work righteousness, obtain promises, stop
_the mouths of lions, quench tbe violence of
- fire, wax valiant in fight, put to flight the
armies of the aliens; and, in one word, do all
things. Byt who is sufficient for these things?
Does the philosopher affcet this science?
His armor is quite too large for him. H.
may, indeed, in some sort, divest himself of
“passion, but his temper becomes austere and
unamiable ; and it he be uumoved by the
interests of the world, he is also negligent of
“its decencies. If be be not discomposed by
the injuries of men, he enters not, with sym
pathetic warmth, into tueir social pleasures.
Bow, philosephy, bow to thy superior—reli
gion. She, indeed, blends the warmth o
affection, and the sweetness of temper, with
the firmest fortitude in affliction ; and shed-
on her cheerful votaries a saintly diguity
which raixes them
« Above the common wulks of life,
Quite 10 the verge of heaven.”
There, Paul, there was thy citizenship.
My brethren, whatever is excellout in the
whole science of salvation is tound in thest

words. Here is contentment, exemplifivd
by St. Paul. Let us attend to it, for a mo-
ment. What is contentment, in a religiou~

gense? It in a holy acquiescence, without
plenary sati~faction, relative to the dispensa-
tions of Providenco: an acquiesconce, how
ever, which arises not from indolence. There
are certain conditions of lite, in which con
tentment, would be a crime; as, tor instance, i

; my conduct be such as the Word of God con

demns, contentmen., in that case, would b

but as the fatal calm which precedes a storm

If, moreover (which is more connccted
with the subject), [ am planged into poverty
by my own indolence, if L am likely to suffer
for the necessaries of lite, becauss I am too
lazy to lubor for them, and would rather
trust to begyging than to betake my nelf L0 u
course of reasynable excrtions; to be con-
tent in this condition, argues the greatest
ignorance of the nature of religion, which
forbids negligence in business, and enjoinn
perseverance and industry.

Christian contentment can only spring
from a consciousness of our discharge of duty,
and a firm .persussion of the wisdom and
goodness of God; who will, though we
should be brought into ways, the end of
which we can not see, nake & way for our
escape in every timo of trial. Our Lord told
Peter, when he was about to wash that disci-
‘ple’s feet, “what 1 do, thou knowest not now,
but thou shalt know hereafter.” John xiii
7. This is sufficient to sutisfy the contented
Christian. St. Peter gives us an excellent
view of this evangelical temper, when he
says: “ Wherefore lot them thut suffer ac-
cording to the will of God, commit the keep
ing of their souls to bim in well doing, a~
wto a faithful Creator.” 1 Peter iv. 19.

- It appears plainly, from the foregoing ro
‘marks, that contentment implies a cheerful
willingness, both to suffer and to do the will
of God. I have learned in whatsoever state 1
am, therewith to be content. 1 know both how
to be abased, and I know how to abourd : every-
wh re, and in all thing<, [ am instructed, both to
be full, and to be hunyry; both to abound, and tv
suffer need—this s sutfering the will ot God-
Aud he moreover adds: [ can do ull things

% through Christ which strengtheneth me—thus is

doing the will of God.

The apostle gives us to understand thai
this holy resignation was not natural, but
suparinduced: I have learned in whatsoever
state I am, therewith to be content. 1 know both
how to be abased. and 1 know how to abouny!
What is it to know how 1o be abased?  ltis
tosustain the infirmities of life, and not to sut’
fer the spirit to sink in the day ot adversity.
It is & di~position ot mind, resulting trom »
firm persuasion, that whatever wo meo!
with is from the hand of God, and that
whatever we part from is but a perishing
creature; and that God is able to restore ull
lost comforts to us with increase, or supply
their place with the diviner delight of Chiis-
tian rerignution, or the holy quiet of inward
peance, by which the soul is enubled to say, 1
know that my Redeemer liveth: to him have
I committed the Keeping ot my soul, und.
“though he slay me, yet will [ trust in him;”
“yeu, though | walk through the vaulley und
shadow ot death, 1 will fear no evil; thy rod
and thy stuff, they shall comfort me.” 1
know how to be abused.

But he knew that which is still harder
to know. 1 know how to abound. 'Fhere ure
more duties, snd barder duties, required of
thowre that sbonnd than of those that want;
and the rich buve more and stronger temp-
tations than the poor. Hence, it “riches
increase, set not thy heart upon them.”

.« % When thou art full, then beware lest thon

- forges the Lord thy Gud, and thy heart be

e K

wor, whorl, we fake_into view.

lifted up.” “How hardlysball they that have

riches enter into the kingdom of heaven.”
To know how to abound is the name as to know
how to set a due value on the things of the
world. When a man so uses his abundance
as to avoid the temptations which accom-
pany that abundance; and when he is will-
ing to part with all at the call and command
of God—in a word, when he attends more
to alms-giving and the duties of his station,
than to the sensual pleasures and satistac
tions of his prosperous condition.
Everywhere,and in all things, I am instructed
both to be full, and to be hungry; both to abound,
and to suffer need We see here the advan-
tage of Christian experience: everywhere,
and in all things, I am instructed, &e. The
Christian does not suffer so many things in
vain: so far from it, he glories in tribulation,
“knowing that tribulation worketh patience;
and patience, experience; and experience,
hope”” Rom. v. 3, 4. The lesson of true
resignation is very hard to learn; but,
blessed be God,in the school of Christ we
may learn it I gain knowledge by seeing
others .in. prosperity. When I see .their

‘fvends bovome giddy, I then think, how: geod:

it is to stand in & low place. When Idost
my estate, I then learned not to trust in un-
certain riches. When I lost my husband,
wife, or child, I then learned the vanity and
instability of all earthly good. So that,
though the chastisement was not joyous, but
grievous, at the time of its occurrence: I
now realize its advantages, so that I can
well say, with the Psalmist,” before I was
afflicted, I went astray, but now bave 1 kept
thy word ” <« It is good for me that I huve
been afflicted, that I might learn thy stat-
utes.”

Christian contentment, also, implies a
willingness to do the will of God. I can,
saith the apostle, do all things through Christ
which strengtheneth me. A real Christian is
able to do all taings that concern the glory
ot God, and his soul’s salvation. This is evi
dently the meaning of the passage, for the
wpostle could not intend to say, he could do
all things which require physical strength.
Now, the glory of God implies the complete
destruction of sin. ¢ For this purpoxe was
the Son of Goud manifested, that he might
destroy the works of the devil.” 1 John iii.
8. Again, “ Herein is my Father glorified,
that ye bear much fruit.” John xv.8. Such
being the ohject of Christ’s misrion, namely,
to destroy the works of the devil, or,in other
words, sin : he, moreover, teing glorified in
the body and soul of the Christian who bears
much fruit, the words of the apostle are tan-
1amount to these: by the grace of God, how-
«ver invelerate the disease may be, I, and
all Christians, by a thorough application ot
the blood of Christ, may be cutirely cleansed
from the leprosy of sin ; and, cleansing our-
selves from all filthiness of the fle~rh and
wpirit, may perfect boliness in the fear ot
God. A Churistian can love the whole law,
and pay obedience to it,in an evangelical
gensc; elve why is Abrabam propored us a
pattern of our faith and conduct, and the
friend of God. “Abraham obeyed God, and
it was accounted to bim for righteousness”
A Christian can live above the world, and
overcome it; else why does St. John say:
« This is tho victory that overcometh the
world, even our faith?” I can deny myself,
tuke up my cross, and follow Christ; else
why is this made the condition of my sulva
tion ; and why is Moses spoken of as a pat-
tern of believers, where it is said, that,
through respect to the recompense of re-
ward, he denied himself of the pleasures of
sin, and chose to suffer affliction with the
prople of God? In short, 1 can love the
Lord my God with all my heart, mind, soul.
and strength, and my neighbor as mysclf,
clse why is this made the very essence ot
b .th the law, the prophets, yca, and the
gospel, also? Now, if I can keep the com-
mandments (and who dare say that I can
vot, if I am converted to God, or have a new
heurt?); it L can deny myself and bear the
cross; if I can overcome the world, be.
cause he that is in me is greater than he
that is in the world ; if I can love God, who
's the most excelient being in the universe.
with the greatest ardor of my hoart; if 1
can become destitute of all improper selfish-
ness, who dare say, that I can not do all
‘hings that relato to the glory of God, and
my own salvation? Who dare say, that 1
can not work out my salvation with tear and

rembling, and perfect holiness in the fear ot
God, through Christ, which strengtheneth
me? O, the length, and breadth, and depth,
and highth ot the love of God!

Does sin cleave to our words? Are we
the wport of passion ¢ Does pride swell ow
hearts 2 Docs the love of ‘the world 1ule in
as?  Put forth thy withered haud; dip thy-
«lf again in Jordan. Sin sball not have
over you. Jerus Christ w1
cleanse thy heart; for this is the will of God.
even our perfection.

dominion

But let us remember, it is Christ that
strengthened St. Paul; and it is through him
alone that we are Lo overcome.

« Without me,” says Christ, “yo can do
nothing.” e is Alpha and Omega: to hin
name the praise belunys, and he shall buve
all the glory to eternity. Say, Christian,
have you learned the contentment which
springs not'from apathy, but ifrom a firm re-
liwnce on the providence of Him who hus
said, « 1 will nover leave thee, nor forsake
thee'? Hanppy scBolar, if thou hast leat ned
thy lesson, fur thou art then acquainted with
the whole science of salvation.  1f otherwise
beyin to learn just now: it is requisite to your
eternal peace, a8 well as your present happi-
ness.—Harris.

0
For the St. Louis Christian Advocate.

Criticisms on the Greek—Anapipto.

Do not be scared, gentle reader. The
writer i not going to atlempt a retransla
vion or a revision of the New Testamont
Scriptures.  So far from this, he scouts the
idea. This great work, if great work it be,
he prefers Lo leuve to othors. To lay un-
holy hands upon the Ark, is a dangerous

thing. 1t were to take the name of their

unholy possessor out of the Book of Life,
and out of the Holy City, or to add to the
pains and penalties of perdition. For one,
he is satisfied with the Bible as it is. He
thinks it far better, as it is, than it would be
with all the so-called improvements which
men might make upon it. Should he ever
bucome dissatirfied with the Bible—the Word
of God—he might be induced to take up
with the Alkoran,or with Joe Smith’s Book,
or with the Age of Reason, or with almost
anything; but, so long a8 he sees the world
filled with the glorious effects of the Bible—
the Bible as it is—he will neither attempt its
improvement, nor yet take up with the
vain and empty chimeras of men.

But all, who are enabled to read for them-
selves the languages out of which the present
received English version is translated, or
even the criticisms of others upon them,
know that there are many words, idioms and
phrases in the Hebrew, Chaldaic, and Greek
Scriptures which can not, without exposi-
tion, be translated, literally and fully, into
the English language. We mean the word,
.idiom; or phrase itself; as it stands.in. these
'tohignes:: - Trie, the term or-idiom, in  its
then (i.e., at the time it was being written
or spoken) common acceptation, may be, and
in every case, no doubt, has been, translated ;
but, in many instances, the primary sense of
the term has not, because, to make any
sense at all, it could not be translated. For
illustration, take the Latin word spiritus,
which has been transferred literally,
with a slight variation only in orthog-
raphy, to the English tongue. Spiritus is
derived from spiro, whose primary meaning
is to rush, to drive. Spiritus, in the Latin,
and Spirit, in the English langnage, mean
about anything else than to rush, to drive.
[t is hardly possible for a word which means
mind, or soul, to mean rushing, driving, &c.
Dr. Webster has given this as its primary
meaning ; but none of his twenty definitions
added, as the now received acceptation of
this term, approach to anything hke its
primary signification; to get this meaning,
other words must be employ ed.

Aund yet, sometimes, there is not only
heanty, but force and utility, to be obtaindd
by going back to the prime and originul
mieanings, which lie hidden under the roos
of these words. We propose to note a few
of them, which were observed in reading,
and give out the thoughts which were cou-
ceuled aulong with their hidden meaning.
Phe firnt occurs in St Luke xiv. 10. The
word is & tense of anapipto, and is traus
lated “sit down.” Anappto is a eompound
word. It is composed of ana snd pipto. Ana
is a porticle; and, although it is like the
other Greek particles, in having various
meanings. which are determined, frequently.
more from the connections in which the
rerm occurs than from the word itself, still,
when connected or compounded witk a verb
implying bodily motion, almost invariably
means up, or upward, giving the verb that
tendency. Pipto, the other part ot this term.
a8 universally means a downward motion.
Literally, it means to fall. In this case, it
means to sit.

We have said that ana, when compounded
with vorbs of motion, almost universally
gave thom an upward direction or tendency
When a motion downward is wanted, kata,
the opposite of ana, is used, as in katabaino—
to go down. Baino means 10 go; but anabaino
means to go up—to ascend.

This is true, when direction in motion 1#
desired, as far as we know, in many othcer
instances. But, in the cuse before us, we
have a compound word; the verb, a verb of
motion, which means literally to fall, or
t» sit ; and the other part, an adverbal parti-
cle, means up, upward ; and yet the word
thus compounded means to sit down. “When
thou art bidden, go and sit (sit up higher)
i the lowest rvom,” would, however, be a
iteral rendering of this text. And we
hold that there is propriety in the rendering.
We have not examined the clarsics of that
age of Grecian literature, to seo whether th«
[ivangelist gave the word anabipto its com-
mon or uncommon acceptation. Suffice it
that & not unmeauning senwse is detected in
its analysis. The truth concealed under thir
Greek particle is an authenticated fact in
the Bible. To “sit down in the lowest room,”
is a real going up (a sitting higher up), to
any of us. To be allowed to sit at all,is a
real promotion. All rights, all privileges, all
favors, all places and persons that are good.
are ubove us. If any of these come to us.
they como as gifts, and as gifts wholly un-
merited by us, and wholly free by the giv-
ers of them. What said the Lord? ¢ But,
arter yo have done all that yo ought to do,
sny that yo are unprofituble servants ” What
said one of his boly upostles ? ¢ Be not high
minded, but fear.” *Let every one think of
mmsclf soberly.”  What said St. James, an-
other holy apostle? ¢«Let the brother of
low degree rejoice, in that, he is exalted.
3ut the rich,in that ho is made low.” That
is, to take ‘“the lowest room ” in, beyond
question, & roul exaltation to “the brother of
low degreo;” beyond question it is to him a
sitting up higher; and to “the rich,” not-
withstanding all his thoughts, and all his
notions, and all his pride concerning high
birth and great respectubility among his fel-
lows, it is likowise as really a going up—a
sitting up higher—although, to his eye and
to the eye of the world, it be a sitting down
—a sitting down lower.

[t is, therefore, not for any of us—either
«tho brother of low degree,” or ¢ the rich”
brother; either the less honorable or “the

thyselt, or doing thine honor & disgrace, 10
«git down in the lowest room.” To take
first the highest seat, were to do disgrace to

thine honor, if thou hast any to-dis ruce.
. * Kk K

Communications.

OO R
For the St. Louis Christian Advocate.

Mg. Eprror: Your paper of the 15th inst.
contains a communication over the signature
of C. R. Rice, which is so much in taste
with my thinking, that I feel .compelled to
give it my cordial assent. I am at a loss to
perceive why sanctimony shotld throw its
mantle of protection more around the whole-
sale vender of sottish drinks, than the mere
retail dribbler. The one is the great cess-
pool of vice, the other but theslimy*spring
that trickles from it.

I presume, however, that the difference in
public reprehension, is just in proportion to
the amount of capital invested. For I have

“observed that the amount of money, business.

&c., the delinquent possesses has a wonder-
ful influence, whether it be in temporal or
spiritual affairs. And in the-case of selling
whisky, there is a striking analogy with that
of Alexander and the robber. Your whole-
sale poisoner is respectable, golely from the
extent of capital and the business he does,
while the poor dram-sgeller incurs all the
odium. But break up the great fountains of
this corruption, and the seething stenches
will cease to arise. Crime should be viewed
just in proportion to its magnitude; and il
the retailer, who is, after all, the mere bottle-
holder of your kid gloved wholesale deuler.
is entitled to anathemas, how much deepes
should the execration be on him who doex
an hundred fold greater evil? Let us all
candidly think of it.

Our little community, which was once a
stranger to drunken revelry, has at last
been invaded by this monster vice. And ali
through the direct agency of the capitalis
rumseller, who, baiting his hook with a par
tial credit, can always find enough of the
small fry to bite for supplies. Aund as h
does not live here, what cares he for the iu
jury done go long as he makes money by the
operation? And yet this man maintaing u
high position in society; sub~cribes to char-
ities, attends church, is cducating a son ()
an equally high position, and keeps  hir
daughter at a boarding school.

"To counteract this outrage, we have got
up a temperance organization, which is do
ing much good. And yet it is sad to relat.,
that amony its stringent Opposers ure meti:
bers, aye, and even preachers, of religiour
denominations.

I do not wish to make your paper the ve-
hicle of unseemly remuarks; but must regret.
nevertheless, that there are not more of Mr
Rice’s stamp to express their views on thir
pernicious evil, through its columns.

A. WILLIAMSON.

Melvilie, Dade County, Mo., March 27, 1860

Correspondence of ths N. Y. Observer.

Sad Condition of Naples.

Francg, Fes., 1860.—Whilo Central Ttaly
and a portion of the Pontitical States are ad-
vancing in political liberty, under the pro
tection of the two great Western powers, the
subjects of the Neapolitun king are ground
ander despotism. The young monarch, mis
erably educated by the Jesuits, is a prey Lo
continaal terrors. He fancies he sees stand-
ing before him the ghost of revolutions, and
his fears are shown by numberless arrests.

King Francis L1. is governed by three dit-
ferent influences: First, by the party of the
old queen dowager, Theresa. She is an
Austrian princess, very bigoted, intriguing
and imperious. She iz devoted, bedy and
~oul, to the clergy and the Jenuits. Her
confessor, Mr. Gullo, is a fanatic who would
shed torrents of blood to maintain the privi
leges and tyranny of the priesthood. He,
together with the Archbishop of Naples
Count Ludon,and some police officers, forms
vhe privy council of Queen Theresa. Thenc
peoplo are capable of committing every
¢rime; they would create a new St. Barthol
omew, if they hoped by extermination to rig
[taly of heretics und reve lutinists.

There is a second party at the Court ol
Naples, more inteliigont and moderate; Gen
eral Filangieri, Prince do Caxsaro, Mosers.
Spinelli, Comitini and others. They feel that
certain reforing are necessary, abd advise the
king to muake concessions 1o the wants 0!
modern times.  Sometimes the young princ
seoms to incline fuvorably to their counsel
While I am even writing to you, the lar
correspondence announces that it is de-
bated whether to torm a new cabinet, which
should include the men I have mentioned
But liberal notions are shortlived in the
mind and heart of Francis II.  Queen The
resa, the Jesuits, the contfessors, soon regain
their empire; and the feeble prince, incapa-
hle of holding the reins of government, alows
nimselt 1o be ruled like a <hild by this odiour
party.  Francis 11 holds the same relations
w his step mother, Theresa, un Charles 1X.
held to Catherine de Medicis; he trembier
betore her, and dares not show an independ
ent will

Tho third influence exerted at the Court
of Naples in that of the plenipotentiary min-
isters of Englund, France and Sardinia.

Me-srn. Rlliot, Baron Brenier, Murquis de

Villamarina. These diplomatists from time
to time respectfully and earnestly remon-
~trate with the kingin behalt ot their Courts.
But their words irritute rather than excite
symputhy for their opinions. Queen Therera
tries to inflame the silly pride of the king
aguinst these ministers ot ‘foreign powers
When the English and French rquadrons are
in the port of Naples, Francis 11. feigns some
deference for the opinions of diplomacy; and
then, when the vessels of war ure goue, he
redoubles his severity towards his poor sub-
jects, who pay the penalty of the royal fears.

How, then, does the King ot Naples main-
tain his power and government?

1. The priests and monks. There is an im-
meuse army of popish ecclesinstics, who,
penetrating into the domestic life of every
tumily, mounting the pulpits, ruling in the

more honorable muan®” either the “poor
man, in vile raiment,” or the “man with a
gold ring, in goodly apparel "—to take, '
without biddance and pernission, “ the up-.
permost seuts ;7 for “ whosoever exalteth l'
himselt +hall be abased; and he that humbleth l‘
himselt shall be exalted.” The way to the!
“highest room” is from the scats of the
stairway of “the lowest room.” ¢ When !
thou art bidden of any man to a wedding, sit !
not down in the highest room.”

pot, O vain mun, thut thou art degrading

And think !

contessional, superintending the education

' of the children (and what an education!), la-

bor to increase the funaticism of the people,
and inculcate the basest maxims. Thereisa
certain [uther Prozzo, who recommended
({Penly in his sermons the murder of King

ictor Emaniel, and uttered base insults
against Napoleon 111 This Father Prozzo
apparently would raise up a new Ravailluc.
The plenipotentiary ministers have carnestly
complained to the king concerning this mat-
ter; but all in vain,and this Jesuit continues
his sanguinary provocations.

2. The police is another means by which:
| country.

Francis 11, maintaing his government. The

city ot Napls, and all the principal cities of
the kingdom, are full of theso wr tch-d .
& rents, men without conscience and without |
~bame, secret spies for the mort part, who !
would impeach and betray their friends and !
relations for money. luvis the vilest clu:tsi
that can be possibly found in the world.

Haughty and cruel towards the weak; baso

when in danger; always ready to stretch out

iheir hand like beggars, in order to increase

their salary by mercenary frauds, they are

the worthy instruments of the Neapolitan

Court. Lately the Director-General of the

police sent a circular to the oversecrs of the

provinces, reccmmending them to redouble

their vigilance against the enemies of public
peace, announcing thau their zeal would be re-

warded. You may judge how these persecu-
tions and arrests have been multiplied by

these shameful appeals to violence.

3. The army is another means of main-
taining the present state of things in the
kingdom. It numbers almost 140,000 sol-
diers, an enormous size for the population,
and which obliges the government to raise
heavy taxes. Many of these soldiers are mer-
cenaries—Swiss, Austrians, Tyrolese strag-.
glers from all the popish countries. The rest
are taken from the most ignorant classes
But this army, so much in the interest of
ecclesiastical and political despots, i8 not
periectly reliable. General Pianelli, who is
at the head of 40,000 men upon the frontiers
of Romagna, declared that he could not an-
swer for the fidelity of the troops, if war
broke out against the Italians. The officers
and sub-officers have shown patriotic feelings
which frighten the Jesuits.

4. The Lazzaroni. This is also a support
to the King of Naples. Every one knuws
that the Lazzaroni are half thieves, half beg
gars, living in the deepest ignorance, hardly
Jovered with miserable rags, completely sub-
juct Lo the power of the priests, beiieving in the
miracle of St. January,and ready to assassin-
ate at the first signal. These are the bandits
whom the clergy aid the Neapolitan King
~ould drive against the middle classes, and
who would shed human blood like water.

Such is the state of the kingdom. A poor
anslaved people, terror the order of the day,
pricons crowded, new imprironments every
hour, the highest families disturbed, legions
of wpies, hordes of mercenaries, innumerable
mounks, misery and degradation everywhere.
[t is, together with the Pontifical States, the
most wretchedly governed country in Eu-
rope. The ultramontane journals say that
Francis II. is an admirable, brave, magnanim-
ous monarch, becan~e he has otfered bis army
vo defend the Roman Poutiff.  Butitis tobe
hoped that this feeble slave of Jesuitism will
+ot hold his crown long. It is a disgrace to
tho civilized world to see ruch a man at the
head of seven million human beirgs. His
rull will give general satisiagtion. X.

Sanctuary Sins.

1. Irregular Attendance — Occasionalahgence
from Church, or even regular half-duy hear-
g, is connted a small thing by muny. A
wet Sabbath, or even a shower, will keep
them away. A headache, a littlo extra fa-
rigue on the Saturday, or perhaps the pros
pect of hard work on Monday, are counted
good reasons for absence by many. And if
rhere be any slight ailment through the week,
Sibbath is selected as the day for taking
medicine, as it can be spared without any
pecaniary loss.

2 Late Attendance —There are some peo-
ple who make a puint of being late. They
zot up lute on Sunday morning; they break-
faxt late; so thut the bells are ringing ere
they have finished their last cup of coffee.
(hey hurry out, and they hurry along, and
they hurry into church after sorvice is begun.
Chey see no sin in losing pari of divine wor-
<hip themselves, nor in disturbing the wor-
ship of others.

8. Sleeping in Church.—There was some
excuse for Eutychus faliing asleep; for “Paul
was long preaching,” and it was midnight.
Bnt there is no excuse for our modern sleep
e-s; especially as most of these are not oc-
casional, but regular slecpers, who secm nct
io feel the shame or the sin of the practice.
Few things are more unpleasant to & minister,
than to see eyes closed and heads nodding,
in this pew or in that other pew. If he were
to stop und name the individuals before the
ongregation, he would do well. But what
offense it would give! What a noise it would
muake! Sleepers in Church! boware; it is
Satan who is sitting next you.

4. Staring in Church.—One does not like to
mention smiling or laughing in Church; tor
it seems such an outrage on decency and a
.nockery of devotion. But there are many
who won’t laugh in church, who do not hes
tate to turn about, to tarn this or the other
~uy, staring at strangers, or occupied with
their neighbors’ dresses. 1f a person hap-
pen to come in late, they turn round to see
vho he is.  If, as sometimes happens, a bird
inds its way in, how many eyes wander!
Starers in Church! learn to keep your ¢ya
w well as your mind from wanderiug.

5. Fidgeting in Church.—Some peuple ecem

§+ sit on nails or nettles, their budy 18 80 con-
s antly in motion. Others take out their
watches, and count the-length of sentences
v the sermon, twirling or twitching thei
vatch chain or ribbon :ll the while. Others
wem a8 if taling the census of the congre
sation, or counting the number of panes in
he window, or watching the movement of
‘he flies. They are drinking in everyihing
hut the sermon, and reem as if relieved from
(he stocks when the service is over.

G. Transucting Business in Church—1 don’t
mean that they actually wove about in buy-
ing and selling; but their minds are oceu-
pied with business, not with the worship
Many & summation is performed, and much
mental arithmetic is practiced in church; not
the heavenly arithmetic ot ¢numbering our
days that we may apply our bearts to wis.
dom,” but the arithimeuc of common busi-
ness.  The tarmer plows his ficlds; the mer-
chant drives his bargains; the shopkeeper
sells his goods or takes stock; the lawyer
treads his way through a client’s case; the
politician speculates on parliumentary tac
lics or skelches a retorm bill; the soldier
forms squares or deploys into line; the me-
churic plies the loom, or the needle, or the
trowel, or the bammer. Thus men who come
together to worship the great God of heaven
and earth, mock him in his own house.

«Keep thy foot (and heart, t00), wheu
thou goest to the house of GGod, and be more

fools” (Becles. v. 1). On which passage
Mutthew Henry weightily says, “Religious
exercises are not vain things; but if we mis-
manage them, they become vain to us.”

A STEP TowaRrDS Tui Lrcur.—Large us-
gemblies of Hindoos, all of high, and many of
the highest, caste, have lately taken place in
many parts of India, to praise and thank
God for the restoration of peaco. They no
longer worship the gods ot their forefathers;
“and their prayers, some of which have beun
published in the Bombay papers, show tho
progress which the enlighten.d Hindoos
huve made under the influence of Knglish

education, and give ground of hupe for the
rapid advancement of Christianity in that

ready to hear than to give the sacrifice of !

‘What She Did. |

MINISTERIAL Porurarity.—The e-are two

«This woman was full of good works and alms-deeds  Kinds of this popularity. Oune i¢ tounded-

which she did.”’—Acts @ 36.

i rather upon abiliy
. X : | great congregation, the other upon pastorsl
It is here that the character of Dorcas (the 244 i1 aes out of it, frem house

in the pulpit, in e

to touxe.

woman spoken of in the above passage) 8pP-| poyhaps we should say there is & third kind;,

pears to the best advantage 48 a Cliristian. |
Siie was “full of good works and aluis-deeds .
which she did.” She had not a mere repu-:
tation for benevolence, but she actually did
something for the necdy. She worked with

her own bands for them. We rvead of the

«coats and garments which Dorcas made.”

She did not get them made, but she made

them herself. Perbapssome rich ladies gave

her mouney to buy the cloth, and that was a

gift to the Lord, and a good one, t00; but

Dorcas made them, and that was a deed or

did. Many have only gifts to present to

God, while the foew have deeds to offer. The

wealthy ladies of Joppa gave their money

for the poor, and Dorcas did the work. She

weub out into the by-ways and lanes of the
city, into the Cow Bays and Five Points, to

tind the meedy, and clothe them with the

garments she had made. The poor might
have fared severely without these gelf-denying

labors of Dorcas; for the rich women would

not have soiled their costly garments by

threading the dirty lanes on errands of
mercy. Lfsome one, who had deeds instead |
of gifts for God, had interest enough to solicit

their aid, iv is well; otherwise the poor might

have lacked food and clothing.

It is proper to make this distinetion be:
tween gifts for the Lord and deeds, and te
consider the self-denial there is in each. We
shall thereby learn that many, who have no
money to bestow upon objects of charity
may do what is equaliy, and, in some Cir
cumstances, more acceptable—perform deeds
for Christ. The poorest can not be excused
trom responsibility here; for if they have
nothing to give, they have strength and op
portunity o do. Hven if health is denied.
and the physical powerlanguish, agood Chris
tian hope can make the soul triumph ove
pain and suffering. and this is a glorious deed.
In the great day of account, we think tha
somie will be known by the Judge for wha
they gave. and others for what they did —
Home Monthly.

Bible Exposition—The Double Portion

«And Bhsha said, I pray thoe, lot a double por
tion ef thy spirit be upon us.”

Dr. Kitto’s remarks upon this passag
geemn to be judicious: “But what was tha
Jdouble portion of Eiijah’s spirit, which b
sigip'e desived? Cuc would think that i
expressed the possession of such ‘qualities «
should make him twice as great a propue
as his muster. But it was not so; for, al
though Elisha became a groat prophet. ar-
wrought miracles as great a~ those of Eljai
and in greater number, no one feels that b
was greater, as a prophet or us a man, thai
his master, or so great. His meaning i8 ex
plained by the fact that the heir was entitle
to # double portion of his father’s goods
herce, in agking for a double portion of
master’s gpirit, Blisha meant to claim th
heirship or succession tu Biijuh in his plac
as a prophet in Isracl, He bad reasou I
believe it was meant for him, but he wirhe:
to be assured of this by some token whici
should be satisfactory to himself an
others”

Ciristians often refer to these words i
their prayers, asking for a double portion ¢
God’s Spirit. If, according to the abovt
interpretation, they mean such a portion o
the Holy Ghost as shall be to them a toker
of their heirship with Christ—an assurano.
of their being made prophets, to speak fo:
God—how fully has he promised to answer.
Elijuh reckoned Elisha's request a “harc
ihing.” DBut our Master regards such a re-
quest most graciously; for be giveth his
Spirit freely unto those who ask. He give
it in a mcasure satisfactory to his discipler
and demonstrative to others, by its fruits, o
their discipleship.. .

Tue Way 1o Have A Revivan—Rev.
A. Lynn, of England, points out the way to
have a revival of religion in the Churches of
Chyist; and if the twelve rules he gives were
followed, revivals would not only begin, bu:
continue, in all the Churches. Here are the
rules :

1. Let all the officers and members believ
ingly pray themselves into the clear light o
God’s countenance.

2. Detorinine to read the Word of Goc
every day, with prayer to him for light «
anderstand it.

3. Resolve on having closct and famil
prayer, witkout fail, daily; and earnestiy
press after all the mind which was in Chrisi
Jesus. ;

4 Miss no opportunity of attending th
public and social means of grace, wher
it is in your power to do 8o.

5. @owve, by the grace of God, never t:
speak ovil of an abreut person, and make i
a point of conscience to pray sor them tha-
speak evil of you; in this way, you will over
come evil with good.

6. Bo lionest and upright in all your deal
ings with mankind, and strive, with all yow
might, to owe no man anything—but lov.

7. Ask for the Ho y Spirit, and expect hi:
blessing to attend all the meuns of grace.

8. Think frequenily on the misery an:
dapnger ot the unconverted, and in you
heart pity them, and pray ruch for thei
speedy salvation.

9. Pray for a revival, live for it, work for
it, and expect it, cvery day wid every hour
till it comes. )

10. Ge vareful to look, through all th
means of grace, to God 1 Christ Jo~us ic
a blessing.

11 Tk and speak well of all men— i
il their conduct copels you 1o do otber |
wise.

12. Be sure you give all the glory of th
good done tu the Kather, Son, znd Holy
Ghost, for he is a jeaious God, and his glory-
he will not give to another; and pray that
his glory may soon cover the earih as the
watcers cover the sea. °

ProTESTANT PoLESIN Prussia.—The Evan
gelical Christendom contains w3 interesting
article concerning the Protestunt Poles in
Prussia. Prussian Poland is u tract of land
about cighty miles wide, from the scuth of
Silesia to the neighborhood of Bromberg ang
Thorn, The number of Polish inhabitants
of the district is upwards of two millions.
The number of Protestants in this province
is about 250,000, They have regular cccleni-
astical orders, with 100 parishes and 131
clergymen.

In Silesia there are 70,000 Irotestant
Poles, of whom 60,000 reside near the Ru»
sian frontier, 5,000 near the Austrian line,
and the residue are scattered. 'The character
of these Silerian Protestant Poles is about
the sime as that of their brethren in Prassia

proper.
P Hearta oF LONDON AND NEW YORK.
The bills of mortality of the city of London,

o

i same week were 516. ;
' that London has a population four times, or
‘ thereabout, as

for a week lately given, showed 1,2{51 deaths.
‘I'ne mortality bills of New York city for the
When it is conmdered

great a8 New York, there

. irst, but w single thread.

or, rather, a balunced union of the two; but
g1ch exact union may be too scarce 10 ‘de-
serve attention. One or the other a little
predominates in the case of almost every-
preacher. Now the point aimed at by thig
brief article, is the respectful submission to
the ministerial reader’s good sense, of tha
fact that, of the two kinds alluded to, the
least imposing, the apt-to-be-undervaiucd
kind—-from house to house”—is the prefer-
ablo; and that, in the preacher’s aim tc e
bulanced, the care had better be ‘10 secure d
the humbler side any deviation from equi-
poise. A preacher’s position for pulpit elo-
quence is accorded more by the hearer’s
heads than hearts ; but that for pastoral in-
timacy and faithfulness, while visiting from
house to house, is granted rather by their
hearts. Heart attractions are of much the
more worth—they are more effectively msn’
ageable; and, in connection with peculiar
points of human nature, learned from visite
ing the people, as they can not be learned
from books, they facilitate a rapid rising in
spiritual pulpit power,if not in fruitless pop-
ularity among “itching ears.” There is 8
manifest course for the natevy of a preacher’s
own soul, as well as for the souls of his
hearers. Visiting walks are safer and more
usetul than pulpit climbings, notwithstand-
ing any of Satan’s illusive suggestions 1o
worldly ambition. Let us take heed. ’

A Mintsterian Apiciiy.—The ability to

he alone is a great ability. Isit not pecu-
liarly important for the gospel minister, upon
the acquirements of whose beart and brain
such vast interests depend? At ‘the samd
time every church member should be taught
its importance for himself. The. abiliLy to
be alone (wé can mean, of course, only ulone
n regard to the presence of human beings)
with pleasure, folicity and effect,is an ability
not as easily attained or retained as souro®
«auy suppuse. Doubtiess Satan is ever roady
w0 infuse au irksomeness and gloom into tho
soul in retirement. To remain half an hour
rorolutely and parsively ajone, shut up with
(iod, is such a grand security for ms intimate,
.nlighteningand ivvigorating manifestations,
it Satan plies all his powers 10 prevent it
dutan is not 8o much oppused 1o sel beasons
:t hurried prayer, which modify rather than
~emove busin. 88 Or Soc 8 perturbation. He
ot s0 much opposed Lo werdly an int(l-
setaal glance each morning at 4 short palm
- hult a chapter of the Bible, expeciaity it it
« followed by an hour’s heart-pluti ¢ into &
newspaper. He is not so much opposcd to
n exciting discussion or controversy in ihe

8 .ial group on the current topic in ke pub--

iic mind. Nor would he be much opposed
. solitary reveries which continue flights of
‘ancy, or throbs of emotion, sial ted in the
wmsy world under his guileful influence. .But
Muristian solitude, especially it daily, system-
wic, obtaining the force of a_habit, Satan will
-pare no piins to prevent. His envious mal-
e is comuitted against it as agaiust wje
aght of the soul’s tutimate familiarity with

-he source of bliss; and the reader and writer -

must be resolute and watchtul, or be képt
-hort of it. ‘ A

Odds and Ends. )

A Facr.—lt is the man that makes the
.ot noise that secures the attention of the
world. A silent elephant may remain un-
.bserved amid the foliage of the wood, buv &
;roaking bull-frog is sure to attract atten-
vion in the darkest night. _

A man, not a thousand miles off, onge
sked another who he liked to hear preach.
“Why,” said he, “1 like to hear Mr. B—
yest; because I don’t like any preaching, and
\is come- the nearest to no preaching of any I
ever heard.” - .

A Goop Recipe rFor VINEGAR.—Take
‘orty gullons rain water, one gallon molusses
and four pounds acetic acid It will be fit
for use in & few days. Acetic acid costs
swenty-five cents per pound. This is the
recipe by which most of the cider vinegar is
vnade, which is sold in the country stores.

Tue Rice Crop.—The Charleston Mer-
.ury states that the Carolina rice crop is &
very lurge and full one. Indeed, the whole
ice crop of the South, for the present season,
has been exceeded by but few, if any, years.

Harper's Ferey Rarp.—The exponses of
she Harper's Ferry raid, so fur as ascer-
ained, are as follows:

vmount paid out of the treasury...........5182,486: 16
2sid out of the contingent fund, by order

of the Jate Governor........ vereesanene veeees  17,883-68
fo pay officers aud railroad companies..... 53,789 08
Oue for arms puuchased ut Hartford, Con- .

LeCliCUbeeesensevees veres e veevnesessesenvesees 2,801 2B
vdditional ApPropriation s seesesesees 81,000 00

Whole amount of expeuses ascertained... 287,449, 10

SLAVERY IN 1715.—One hundred and for-
tv five years ago, in the reign of Georgo L,
the ascertained population ot the Cogti-
nental Colonies was as follows:

White Men. Slaves.

New Hampshire........ cereens veevenss 9,000 2160
V8BS ACHUSEUES uereenss vevnssane sovannaee: 94,000 - 2,00
inode Island......... vreeass e eraeanes 7.5::0 5.0

OLNECEICHE veieivererernensarsaions veres 46,060 1:.5°0
New YOrK oveees cocnsenensesenone cerues 29.¢00 4,000
NEW JETEOV cevvenes sornmnsos reasasson e 21,000 1.5%0
Po DSYIVADIL cevversen csresnen semesnees 43 370 : 2,500
ARPYIANA crveeree srvns erees veve cnernees 40,700 y,.n:0

VAITZIDI® cevrierenrossneces mnnrannercaeees 72,00 23,020
North Carolinia... vee reaees veranaee . 1,00 3.7
SOULD CHEOID B erevrses sessesesn saeneres 3200 10,509
3,6,740 - &6 680

Bripaine DeaTH.— When eirgineers would
widge a stream, they often carry over at
. With that tiney
text stretch s wire across.  Then strand is
a Licd 1o strand, until a foundation is laid for
planks; and now the bold engineer finds safe
ootway, and walks from side to side. - So
God takes from us some golden-threaded
seasure, and stretches it hence intu heaven.
Then he tukes a child, and then & friend.
ihus he bridges death, and teaches the
thoughts of the most timid t2 find their way,
vither and thither, between the two spheres.

Humboldt said, ten years 8go: “@overn-
ments, religion, property, books, are nothing
bat the scatfolding to educate 4. 1an. Eurth
holds up to her Master no frait but the fin-
shed man. Education is the ouly interest
wurthy the deep, controlling anxiety of . the
thoughtful man” - ~

Injuries are seldom forgotten—bentfits
geldom remembered.

The 2d of March was the anniversary of
Texan independence. .-

A man recently got married in Kentucky
one dey, and hung himgelf the next. «No
Joubt he wanted to try all the varieties of
nooses, to see which he liked best.

1f good people would but make goodners .

agrecable, and smile, instead of frowning,
in their virtue, how many would they win
to the good cause! :

A minister, who had received a pumber of

calls, und could scarcely decide which was
the best, aked the advice of a faithtul old

would secm to be an ugly disproportion in

\ the mortulity of the two cities. : l

African servant, who replied: )
«Master, ga where is the most devil,”

o
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